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In the circumstances, the refugees, if they are to consult their
self-respect, could never go to Kohat until  there is a real and
lasting settlement  between  themselves  and  the  Mussalmans  of
Kohat.   Such a settlement can never be superimposed from out-
side, and whatever terms either the Hindus or the Mussalmans
concerned may be represented as having accepted, I can only regard
as having been accepted under direct or indirect coercion,   I am
hoping that the Mussalmans of Kohat will see their way to meet
the refugees and invite them to return to Kohat under a promise
of friendship and full security.   I do not wish to pre-judge the
case.   I am hoping, and in this I voice the sentiment of my Mus-
salman colleagues, that the Mussalmans of Kohat will give us an
opportunity of coming at a correct decision upon the unfortunate
happenings in Kohat; but this much is absolutely clear that the
Hindus are today refugees at Rawalpindi and are in fear of their
very existence in Kohat, should they return without a full guarantee
from the Mussalman residents.  I count no assurance that might be
given by the Government as of consequence, if the Mussalmans are
up.willing to receive the Hindus as their friends.   They are in an
overwhelming majority, with Mussalman tribes within a stone's
throw of them, and every Indian, be he Hindu or Mussalman,
expects the Mussalmans of Khoat, if they are anxious  to have
Hindu-Muslim unity, to give full assurance to the refugees and take
them back to Kohat.   I would repeat here what I have said to
the refugees.1 On their correct conduct depend the future relations
between the Hindus and the Mussalmans in the Frontier Province.
If they refuse to return until the Kohat Muslims have cordially
invited them and assured them of full protection, it will be [well]
With them. I have no doubt that all India will stand by them.

I have told them also that there should not be the slightest
difficulty in their finding suitable occupation in India, should it be
impossible for them to return with self-respect. I have told them,
too, as soon as my present engagements are finished, which would
be about the 23rd of January, I would be glad to go back to
Rawalpindi and remain with them as long as it is necessary, but I
have every hope that long before that time the Mussalmans of Kohat
will recognize their obligation towards the refugees and take them
back to Kohat. Maulana Shaukat AH is already moving in the
matter and is placing himself in touch with the Frontier Mussal-
mans.

Vide "Speech at Rawalpindi", 9-12-1924.